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loyalty to Elizabeth. "See you not/ declared a Catholic mani-
festo to the Irish, 'that she is without a lawful heir of her own
body, who may either reward her friends or revenge her
enemies?' Slay her, and most people would hasten to make their
peace with Mary, A child would be Elizabeth's shield and buck-
ler, preserving the loyalty of her people and saving her from the
assassin's blow.

After the Northern Rebellion the argument was too plain to
be ignored, and as England had no allies, while Spain, France,
and the Pope were unfriendly, the alliance that marriage would
bring was another point in its favour. In August 1570, spurred
on by the close of the third civil war in France, which left that
country free to be a nuisance to England, Elizabeth sent an
envoy to try and revive the old suit of the Archduke Charles.
He was still at liberty, but would no longer rise to the bait, and
in fact soon married elsewhere and became a persecutor of
Protestants. That chance was gone. However, Catherine de?
Medici had three sons. One, the King, had been a suitor of
Elizabeth's. He also was a lost chance; he was married. The
second, the Duke of Anjou, was not quite nineteen years of age.
Elizabeth being thirty-seven. But the disparity of age was amply
covered by a crown - and such a crown, the best of fortunes! It
was Catherine's fond ambition to see her children, each on a
throne, this daughter of an Italian banking-house being very
much a parvenu. Moreover, the marriage was attractive to
France from a political point of view, since the prospect of Eng-
land allying with Spain was a bugbear of theirs, as the opposite
alliance was Spain's bugbear. Also, the time was particularly
propitious for an English alliance. Peace had brought into
power, not the Guise party, hostile to Elizabeth and violent in
its hatred of the Huguenots, but the Politiques, or moderate
Catholics, who preferred to unite the religious factions and
follow a national anti-Spanish policy.

So, in the autumn of 15 70, negotiations were set on foot for
a marriage between Elizabeth and the Duke of Anjou. Appar-
ently, there were no dregs of Elizabeth's old passion for Leic-
ester left to disturb her resolution. The romance had sobered